
 

 

   

March 2016 Newsletter 

President’s Corner 

Charity of the 
Month 

Making Friends and Fostering Community 

Every year my brother- in -law forms a family pool for the NCAA college basketball tournaments. He 

makes us choose the teams and he reports back on how well we did compared to each other and who is 

the daily winner. Most of us siblings, in laws, nieces and nephews participate. We know nothing about 

college basketball nor do we follow the teams during the regular season.  It’s like choosing and picking 

a team out of thin air. I can't even pronounce some of the teams like Gonzaga. It doesn't matter; it's for 

fun and for family bonding since most of the family lives bicoastal. The daily winning prizes are special 

as well. It ranges from a Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts gift card to a Dairy Queen ice cream or even an In 

N Out burger. The big prize might be a six-pack of beer. It doesn't matter about winning or losing, it 

matters that it is a family thing and we participate. We tease and poke fun at each other over our picks. It 

doesn’t matter if we watch the games.  Its more important to bond as a family. 

 

Now, I can say the same things as being a member of the HWC. It doesn't matter what you do; you have 

to participate. By participating we get to know one another, have fun, share ourselves and eventually we 

can even tease one another. The prizes are also very simple. We get to develop friendships with one 

another. I would like to take it a step farther and say by volunteering you develop deeper friendships 

and a purpose for belonging to this group. You are doing something for yourself and for others.  

 

I have been a member for eight years and a board member for seven. Not only have I learned how this 

organization works and how we are connected to our community, but also to the state and the 

international GFWC. I have grown as a person and have stepped out of my comfort level on many 

occasions.  By volunteering in our club I have worked closely with other organizations and have 

developed friendships in those as well.  All of this because I had said yes to volunteering on the board. 

My prizes are more than a coffee, a hamburger or a donut. They are the prizes of winning new friends 

and learning about new things. Prizes I would not have had if I didn't participate. 

 

The nominating committee has done a great job putting together a slate of officers for the next year but 

two very important positions still need to be filled. They are President and Vice President. Many ladies 

in the past have stepped into these positions with not being a member for very long, some not even a 

year in the club. Some have returned to the board after stepping away for more than ten years. We need 

you. We need to fill these roles and I know you can do it. We need you to participate. Your prize for 

participating may not be an ice cream cone but I know you will share a few laughs and the joy for 

helping out the HWC.   Fondly - Kimber 
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Charity of the Month 
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2016 GFWC FEDERATION DAY – 
 

Founded in 1890, GFWC’s roots can be traced back to 1868 when Jane Cunningham Croly, a 

professional journalist, attempted to attend a dinner at an all-male press club honoring British 

novelist Charles Dickens. Croly was denied admittance based upon her gender, and in 

response, formed a woman’s club—Sorosis.  In celebration of Sorosis’ 21st anniversary in 1889, 

Jane Croly invited women’s clubs throughout the United States to pursue the cause of  the 

federation by attending a convention in New York City. On April 24, 1890, 63 clubs officially 

formed the General Federation of Women’s Clubs by ratifying the GFWC constitution. 

 

Feb 5th marked the 110th anniversary of the first meeting on the Woman’s Club.  It was held at 

the home of Emma Caravonie. These ladies got together like other woman across the country 

in celebration of a desire for learning, reading and discussion of current events.  GFWC clubs 

and clubwomen are the fabric that binds not only the Federation, but also the communities in 

which they live and work. By Living the Volunteer Spirit, GFWC clubwomen transform lives 

each day, not simply with monetary donations, but with hands-on tangible projects that 

provide immediate impact. With a grassroots approach that often thinks locally but impacts 

globally, GFWC, its clubs and members remain committed to serving as a force for global 

good, as it has done since its formation 125 years ago. 

 

GFWC members work in their own communities to support the arts, preserve natural 

resources, advance education, promote healthy lifestyles, encourage civic involvement, and 

work toward world peace and understanding. 

 

On April 24, 2015, Federation Day, GFWC celebrated its 125th Anniversary, a year-long 

celebration of our organization’s impact and history which recently culminated during the  

2016 GFWC FEDERATION DAY.   

 

On Sunday, April 24 from 9am-1pm, HWC will have a service project 
working with Bridges at 33 East Pearl Street, Nashua, a domestic & sexual 
violence support organization with direct service programs in Nashua and 
Milford.  Some possible projects include painting, cleaning rugs, outside yard work 
(weather permitting).  We’ll hear from Dawn Reams, Executive Director, then roll up our 

sleeves and get to work!  Bring your own lunch/snacks if desired. To view their wish list, visit 

their website at www.bridgesnh.org. It would be fantastic if members could donate an item or 

two.  Contact me at tismith12@comcast.net if you can join us on April 24 – Federation Day.  

Thank you! 
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General Meeting Program Wednesday, April 13 

This month we will welcome Dave Villiotti, Executive Director of the Nashua 
Children’s Home as our guest speaker.   He will review the history of the Home 
and how its programs have evolved to meet the current needs of local, at-risk 
children.  Mr Villiotti will describe the general profile of children who enter the 
Home and the programs and services in place to achieve the Home’s mission 
which is a commitment to the care, welfare and educational achievement of the 
children and youth it serves.  He will also address the challenges faced at the 
Home in achieving this mission. Meeting location is at The Congregational 
Church - Hardy Hall Monument Square / 9 a.m. 

Women’s Self Defense Program 

The Hollis Police Department is having their next RAD program (women’s self 
defense) the first four Tuesday’s in May.  Hours are 4 – 7 pm.  If you are a woman 
who is interested in taking this four week course, place contact Officer Bergeron 
at rbergeron@hollisnh.org for registration. 

The past monthly charity was the Nashua Prevention Coalition. The gift 
basket was circulated and $202 was collected.  Next month’s charity is 

the Nashua Children’s Home. 

Yard Sale – April 16 

A good part of the success of the annual fundraiser is teamwork.  We 

are still in need of ladies to work that day as either cashiers, helpers or 

in cleaning up.  The shifts are 7:45 – 10:30, 10:30 – 1:00 and cleanup 

from 12:45 – 2:00.  If you can help, please notify Jeanne Cleveland at 

465-2097 or at jeanne3584@yahoo.com.  
 

If you would like to donate items or baked goods for sale, please bring them to the Lawrence 

Barn between 4:00 – 8:00 PM on Friday, April 15.  If you need items picked-up, please notify 

Jeanne.  Thank you all for your help in making this yard sale another successful event. 
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Club Historical Notes… 
Emma Caravan  

Lily Eaton 

Miss VanDyke 

Miss Vandyke Burber   

 

March 6th 1907 

The club met with Mrs., Anna Bell Meeting called to order at 2:50. Miss Stratton vice president 

at large presided in the absence of the president.  Miss Bancroft gave current events. Several 

members of the club gave original poems 

 

Miss Vandyke read the story of the Willow Pattern. A short social time is enjoyed. Miss Eaton 

read a paper on Colonial doorways, hallways and hearthstones.  There were eleven ladies 

present. Motion made and carried to adjourned the meeting at 4:30 signed Lily A Eaton 

Sec.  

 
 


