
 

 

President’s Message 

As my final days approach I want to thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to serve you. I have made 

many new friends and several will become everlasting friendships.  I am a changed person for serving you and 

my volunteering experiences as President are immeasurable.  I will look back at these experiences as time 

well spent and terrific learning opportunities. I have become more acquainted with the Hollis community, it’s 

clubs and organizations by representing the club and promoting the HWC in meetings and activities. Allowing 

me to see the impact of our contributions and how big of a role the HWC plays historically in our community.   

As president, one spends time with other female leaders around the state participating and attending GFWC 

events.  These experiences have proven to me what a great organization the GFWC is and how it has 

empowered woman and supported children’s causes across the state. These fellow woman leaders are active, 

empowering, take charge, get things done group of ladies.  They have taught me that anything can get done 

when we have a desire and a group of empowering women behind that idea.   

Our club’s heartbeat is the board and the chairs of this organization. Our leaders have a heart for the HWC and 

care what happens to the club and its future. As I stated in the address at the Annual Dinner, the women who 

started our organization 110 years ago wanted to educate, enhance and entertain the local woman. We have 

not strayed too far from their purposes; an active social club participating in philanthropic work especially 

helping our Hollis community. I want to reach out and thank Joan Tinklepaugh for researching and writing our 

club’s history back in 1996. It has been a delightful book filled with cherished facts and notes.   

I want to thank two ladies on the board that I did not get to thank at the Annual Meeting, Carol Birch our Auditor 

and Grace McGinnis our Board Secretary.   These two ladies possess team spirit and a great sense of humor 

and I have enjoyed serving on the board with them. 

Carol is a daughter of Hollis. She grew up here and now resides in her parents’ home.  Allowing her to become 

a member after many years hearing her mother Nancy telling how much fun we have. After joining she became 

our auditor and volunteered to co-chair the Strawberry Festival. She is a wonderful addition, a familiar friend of 

many of the ladies and serving in leadership roles of the church. Carol and I have worked together on other 

boards and make a good team getting 

things done.  

Grace McGinnis is serving for the third year 

as Board Secretary.  She was chair of the 

nominating committee for the last two years 

and her experience as a past president has 

provided us with sage wisdom. I love her 

hearty laugh when she lets us know she 

can’t keep up with writing the minutes when 

we get into heated discussions.  She will 

say if I need to record this you better repeat 

what you said, which makes us all laugh. 

 

May/June 2016 Newsletter 

Making Friends and Fostering Community 

New Board Members 



 2 

I want to thank our committee chairs that play vital roles in our organization. They work just as hard as our 

board members but they do not have to attend board meetings and vote but their roles are just as crucial. They 

are the worker bees in making certain areas function smoothly for all of us. They work behind the scenes 

managing the events or projects that we care deeply about.  Their time and energies are appreciative, vital and 

have the full support of the board. 

 Mary Codd    Year Book 

 Jeanne Cleveland    Yard Sales 

 Hsiu Norcott & Marilene Sawaf   Holiday Expo  

 Mary Codd    Website 

 Linda Kemper     Scholarship Chair High School  

 Danielle Scott     Alternative Scholarship  

 Kat McGhee & Ginny Brooks   November Pot Luck  

 Amy Watson     Apple Pie Contest  

 Doris Rafferty    Greeters Table 

 Jean Perry     Newsletter 

 Jan Lambert     Telephone Committee 

 Diana Kroger    Apple Festival 

 Jeanne Cleveland    Sunshine 

 Patti Tures & Carol Birch   Strawberry Festival 
 
As my tenure ends, I look forwarding to helping with the traditions of the Hollis Woman’s Club events. The 

Strawberry Festival next week and after summer break its the Old Home Days event. It’s always fun to 

promenade and see everyone. Hollis known for its apple trees and so goes the Apple Festival. Now we have a 

new tradition the Luminary Night and Santa Visit. It is planned for Saturday December 10th to coordinate with 

the Holiday Band Concert another Hollis tradition.    

Have a great summer and don’t forget to tell your neighbors and friends about how awesome we are.  

Best ~ Kimber Harmon 

SUNSHINE ~ THOUGHTS AND CONDOLENCES 

Marilene Sawaf’s father passed away 

Krissy Wuerdeman’s mother passed away 

Pat McClellan (MEMBER)passed away April 25th further information about her memorial service will be coming 

this summer. She has asked that all memorial bequests be made to the Hollis Woman’s Club Scholarship 

Fund. Her favorite thing to do was always our strawberry festival and our Apple Festival. Cards can be sent to 

Jim at 63 Crestwood Dr., Hollis. 

Sema Minnassian is at home recuperating.  

 HELP WANTED                      

Apple Pie Contest Chair 
Greeter 
Newsletter Editor 
Co November Potluck Hostess 

Co Apple Festival Chair 
Co- Strawberry Festival Chairs 
 



Here are a few areas that your Board of Directors have addressed over the last two 

years: 

  

 Reviewed the club’s mission statement 

 Developed a tag line: Hollis Woman Club Making Friends and Fostering Community 

 Developed and produced new promotional material 

 Promote the continuance & growth of the club 

 Developed a historical project with the Hollis Historical Society 

 Developed the Luminary Night featuring luminaries throughout town and a Santa visit 

 Orchestrate exciting and interesting annual luncheons 

 Sponsored our district meeting 

 Develop the 2014-2015 membership program and update membership forms 

 Renewing former memberships & recruited ~22 new members 2014-2016 

 This year we hosted our Holiday Expo at a local bed and breakfast owned by a member 

 January meeting switched to a potluck luncheon based from a response from a survey taken of the general 
membership. 

 Online invitations for Annual Dinner 

 Created and continued the development of our website HollisWomansClub.org 

 Contributed over $3900 through our yearly charitable committee 

 Bought and sold new articles of clothing for our Ways & Means 
 

GFWC 

Betsy Cotton, Nancy Birch and Joanne Emus attended the annual GFWC meeting where the 

new President Phyllis Applear and other members of the NH state board were 

installed.  Nancy Birch, Betsy Cotton and Amy Watson were inducted to the State Honor 

Roll.   

A special surprise, our club won a Spotlight Award for Membership.  We were cited for 

the ability to brand our club with a tag line. Identifying who we are to the community in a vibrant and fresh 

way.  The first of the two guest speakers highlighted the lobbying efforts at the State House on behalf of 

domestic violence and abuse victims and the second speaker shared her experience growing up with domestic 

violence and abuse.  Our club donated a basket for a silent auction to raise money for our state projects.  To 

see pictures of the meeting go to https://www.facebook.com/GFWCNH  

HONOARY MEMBERS 

Our three Honorary Members this year are Betsey Cotton, Amy Watson and Nancy Birch 

Betsey Cotton, a member for 16 years held many leadership positions such as  

 Greeter  

 Steward  

 Co-Chair of Apple Festival  

 Coordinator of the Strawberry Festival  

 next year she will be President of the HWC. 
 
Nancy Birch has been a member of the HWC for 32 years.  Among the many HWC positions she has held are: 

 Nominating Committee Chairman 

 Cashier Chair for both Strawberry and Apple Festivals for 7 years 

 Dinner hostess for 4 Seasons Club 

 Member of many committees and social groups 

https://www.facebook.com/GFWCNH
https://www.facebook.com/GFWCNH
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Amy Watson; an oral surgeon working in Nashua since 1999 has been a member for 5 years she has  

 Organized and chaired the Apple Pie Contest at Old Home Days for 3 years.  

 volunteered at the Strawberry Festival, Apple Festival and luminary event  

 Club  Auditor 2013-2015 
 

  

 

110
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

At our 110 year celebration the monthly charity was the 
NH Breast Coalition. Members generously gave $244.00 
to this grassroots organization. Thank you members. 
 

Yearly Donation Recap 

A committee of Regine Martin, Cindy Robbins, Kimber 
Harmon, Martha Smith, and Debi Davis compiled the list 
of our yearly donations. For 2015-2016 we will be giving 
a total of $1900.00 to 8 organizations. They are Veterans 
Count, CAST, Women’s Prison in Goffstown, Hollis 
Congregational Church, Hollis Social Library, Hollis Firefighters, HBHS Robotics Team, and The Plus 
Company. 
 

OUR NEW PRESIDENT’S EMAIL  hwcbetsy2016@gmail.com 

 

Strawberry Festival is almost here! 

 
The Annual Strawberry Festival is Sunday, June 26 from 2 

- 4 pm.  If you'd like to volunteer, please contact Carol 
Birch or Patti Tures.  We sure could use your help and it 
will be fun to see everyone one last time before the 
summer starts.  

 
We also need volunteers at the hulling party Friday 24th at 9:00 a.m. 
in the church basement.  
 
 

Congratulations Scholarship Recipients 

Our two recipients for high School Scholarship Awards were; 
Samantha Harper, a student at Academy for Science and Design and 
Paul-Aymeric McRae a student at HBHS.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Tina Murguia (James) 
 
 
Emily Ostermiller 
(Stephen) 
 

mailto:hwcbetsy2016@gmail.com

