
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

At the tail end of fall when past peak foliage on sugar maples, oaks and other trees are displaying 
muted autumnal color, many Japanese Maple trees are just getting started; they put on the last show 
of the season. Twenty two years ago my husband and I had a variety called ‘Bloodgood’ planted in 
honor of my son’s first birthday. It was a good choice because this is a tree that does not disappoint. 
In late fall, the deep wine colored leaves peak into a brilliant red; vividly drawing attention to its 
spectacular glory - like a beautiful lady arriving fashionably late. However, two weeks ago, strong 
winds and rain prematurely blew off most of the tree’s leaves. The following day, Mother Nature 
shortened what was left of the tree’s display of color with her delivery of the first snow storm. I was 
not prepared for the landscape’s change of palette from russet, golden yellows, and reds, which had 
morphed overnight into a white winter wonderland. It was a week before Thanksgiving; we were 
hosting dinner; and, I was not ready for the snow! Of course, all of this was beyond my control 
regardless of how annoyed I felt.  

Thanksgiving, a time to reflect on things for which we are grateful and thankful, took center stage as I 
thought about the many families who had lost lives, homes, and pets in the California fires. Many of 
our neighbors in Massachusetts are still trying to get their lives in order after the gas explosions that 
occurred in September. There are many other circumstances which prevent families from coming 
together on one of the most celebrated holidays. 

My reality check on what is most important brought a brighter side. The snow covered ground gave 
me guilt-free permission to put further gardening chores on hiatus. The snow and bone chilling 
Thanksgiving Day prompted us to start up the pellet stove providing a cozy gathering among family 
and friends. The change in landscape accelerated my excitement for the Christmas holiday season. 

I hope that the spirit of Thanksgiving extends beyond a celebration on the fourth Thursday in 
November, to a time of gratitude and thankfulness, every day. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Hollis Town Luminaria as well as the Holiday Open House 
in December! 

All best,   

Nora Lewis, President 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S DESK –December Charity: 

Nashua Children’s Home 

 

Nashua Children’s Home has a century-long tradition and a history of responsiveness 
to community needs. In 1899, Josiah Fletcher donated property on the corner of 
Burrett and Brook Streets in Nashua to the First Baptist Church “for the purpose of 
maintaining a home for orphans and destitute children of Nashua and vicinity.” The 
agency commenced operation in 1903 as the “Nashua Protestant Orphanage 
Association,” administered by a Board of Directors representing all of the Protestant 
Churches of Nashua. 

The orphanage was moved to 125 Amherst Street in 1922. By the 
mid-1900’s, orphanages across the nation were struggling to meet 
the needs of children and families who were products of an 
increasingly troubled society. As recommended in 1970 by the Child 
Welfare League of America, the Association was reorganized with a 
more professional staff. The orphanage became officially non-
denominational, and the name, “Nashua Children’s Association,” 

was adopted. In 1979, an on-grounds special education school was added to provide 
instruction for children of surrounding school districts whose very special needs could 
not be met in the public schools. In 1982 a girls residential program was constructed in 
response to the severe shortage within the State of New Hampshire of residential 
services for girls. A continued shortage of resources within New Hampshire, 
compounded by increasing need, prompted an expansion of both the residential and 
educational programs in 1989. A new home for girls was opened at a separate 
location, 86 Concord Street, in 1993. The Carriage House at this location is presently 
utilized as an “Independent Living Home,” preparing girls, ages 16 and older, for the 
obstacles of adult living. An Independent Living Home for boys opened at 119 Amherst 
Street in 2002. 

In order to more accurately reflect its mission to children and families, the name of the 
organization was changed to Nashua Children’s Home in 1998. Current services at 
Nashua Children’s Home are provided by a host of professional direct-service staff, 
including bachelors-level residential counselors and supervisors, certified special 
education teachers and classroom aides. Individual, family and group counseling in 
both the Residential and Educational programs are provided by masters level 
therapists. In addition to administrative staff, a number of child-centered support staff 
complements ongoing efforts on behalf of children, youth and their families. 

Nashua Children’s Home is proud of its successful history and will continue to respond 
to the contemporary needs of the community. 

 

https://nashuachildrenshome.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/about-2.jpg


 
4th

 ANNUAL HOLLIS HOLIDAY 
 

 LUMINARIA STROLL 
 

Saturday December 8
th  

 
 
10:00-5:00 Gingerbread House display and contest at Town Hall 
 
1:00-4:00  Handmade Wreaths sold by Colonial Garden Club of Hollis at Town Hall 
 
2:30-3:30 Luminaria Stroll Story time for children at Hollis Social Library 
 
4:00  Candles will be lit; come and participate; Hollis Congregational Meeting House 

will be open to warm Visitors; Church chimes will begin ringing;  
 
4:15          Middle School Choir members will sing carols at Mon. Sq. 
 
4:30  Announcement of Decorated Door contest and Gingerbread House winners; Tree 

lighting in Square; Lit Tractor Parade with Santa Claus 
 

4:45      Sing along with Carolers in Square 
Santa arrives at Lawrence Barn to greet his young friends till 6:30; Hay Rides at 
Nichols Field sponsored by Brookdale Farms Chili and Cornbread Supper in 
Hardy Hall at church till 6:30 

 
7:00   17th Annual Holiday Hollis Town Band Concert at HB Auditorium        
         Admission: Canned Goods Donation 
 
Thousands of candles will be lit at 4:00 and the square will be aglow. A tree lighting ceremony will 
take place on the square. Carols will be sung, the church chimes will play and a chili, cornbread 
dinner in the church basement. 
 
Santa will travel through the square on a lit Tractor Parade making his way to the Lawrence Barn at 
28 Depot Road; Santa will greet his young friends and listen to their wishes; Parents are encouraged 
to take their own photos; hot cocoa and treats can be purchased at the barn. 
 
At 7:00 p.m. the Hollis Town Band performs their annual Holiday Concert at the Hollis Brookline High 
School Auditorium.  Admission is a donation of canned goods. 
 
Come and enjoy the spirit of the season with us as we light up Monument Square sponsored by The 
Hollis Woman’s Club, Hollis Brookline Rotary and the Hollis Agricultural Committee. 
 
We are still looking for club volunteers to help with: assembling bags, placing bags around square 
and historic district, lighting bags at 4:00 and cleaning up at 9:00 am Sunday. If you are willing to help 
in any capacity please email Kimber Harmon at ferreehil@aol.com 



 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 
 

In keeping with our tradition, our holiday social gathering will be held at a member’s 
home at 237 Hayden Road in Hollis on Wednesday, December 12th, from 4-7:00 pm. 
 
This festive open house will feature hors d'oeuvres, sweet treats, wine, and beverages. 
Guests are invited to bring a bottle of wine or non-alcoholic drink.   
 
Please park around the circle and along either side of driveway, leaving ample space 
for cars to pass. Join us as we celebrate the spirit of the season. 
 
Don’t forget a donation to the Nashua Children’s Home if you are so inclined.  
 

FALL YARD SALE RECAP 
 
This year’s Fall Yard Sale saw the HWC section of the Lawrence Barn filled with an 
abundance of treasures. Jeanne Cleveland would like to thank all of the ladies who 
helped the event in any way: donating items, sorting and pricing, donating baked 
goods, cashiering, overseeing the tables as items needed to be straightened and 
replaced, cleaning up, bringing the unsold items to Good Will, (Savers no longer 
accepts items left over from yard sales.) and picking up and returning tables graciously 
lent to us by the Congregational Church. 
 
Financially, this may not have been our most successful sale. We didn’t have the usual 
numbers of vendors, but most of those participating were happy with their sales.  One 
thing, however, was outstanding and that was the spirit of the ladies who participated 
in some way.  It is one reason the HWC is such a special organization. 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 
HWC officers, chairs and members wishing to submit articles to be included in the 
December HWC newsletter need to submit them no later than December 21th with the 
hopes of publishing on the 26th.  Every effort will be made to get your articles in as 
requested.  However, due to space limitations articles may be reduce to fit it in.   
 
Lori Dwyer/ HWC Newsletter Editor 



 
We are excited about the bus trip we have planned as a fundraiser.  Please see the attached flier. 
This is not just a trip for club women, anyone can go! We need a minimum of 30 people to sign up. 
Please let me know ASAP if you have any questions. 
 
A deposit of $75.00 per person is due to Tina Smith by December 1, 2018.  Please make check out 
to Diamond Tours BUT mail your checks to Tina Smith, 417 Josiah Bartlett Rd, Concord, NH 03301.  
Final payment will be due Jan. 28, 2019. 
 
Tina Smith, tismith12@comcast.net, GFWC NH Fundraising Chairman 

mailto:tismith12@comcast.net


CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 
The November Meeting started on a high note with some good dancing and a game! We 
also honored Carolyn Gargasz for her 18 years of service as a state representative. The 
speaker was Cameron Wake from UNH who informed us about the causes and possible 
solutions of climate change. A great meeting and looking forward to our annual Holiday 
Open House! 
 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED! 
Do you bring your camera everywhere you go? I am looking for one or two 
women to help me to capture the HWC events for publicity and the members’ 
enjoyment. If interested, please contact me at debgracy@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

 

ACTIVITY GROUP NEWS 
 

Please check out our website under http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-groups/ 
to find out a little bit about each activity and who to contact to get on their email lists.   

.SUNSHINE CHAIR 

If you are aware of anyone in the Club that is in need of some cheer, 

please contact Dot Pitman @ 465-7672.  

 

  EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

12/5 @ 9 am – Board Meeting @ Hardy Hall 
12/8 4th Annual Hollis Town Luminaria – see  
schedule of events above 
12/12 @ 4 – 7 pm – Holiday Open House @ 237 Hayden 
Road, Hollis 
 
 
 

 
 

     12/4  Diana Kroeger 
     12/5  Lynne Dougherty 
     12/9  Donna Fusi 
     12/12  Patti Tures 
     12/31  Carol Hanover 
 
 

mailto:debgracy@yahoo.com
http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-

