
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Greetings, ladies. 
 
Mother’s Day is weeks away, but, I wanted to take the opportunity now to wish you an 
early Happy Mother’s Day. At some point in time we have all played the role of being a 
‘mother’. We have done so through childbirth, adoption, teaching, fostering, counseling, 
mentoring, being a care taker, and/or the kind act of friendship. As women we tend to 
nurture, naturally.   
 
A few recent events, and with Mother’s Day just around the corner, a thought to offer 
you a personal challenge came to mind. I will tell you more about it in just a bit. 
 
A few weeks ago I drove my son, Gabe, to Boston for an interview. With a few hours to 
pass the time, I decided to go to Copley Place where I headed straight to the Mont Blanc 
store. I was ready to step outside of my 25+ years comfort zone of solely using midnight 
blue ink in my fountain pen for something a bit more edgy. I spent a considerable amount 
of time in the store. There were so many colors to test, so many nib sizes to play with... 
I finally left in hand with an item I could afford – a bottle of ink! 
 
Later that afternoon, I was perusing my recipe files in preparation for an event when I 
came across a handwritten recipe that my mother had copied from the internet. Why she 
had chosen to handwrite it rather than print it, I don’t know, but, I’m glad that she did. My 
mother had added an endearing note as to why she sent me the recipe. The distinct 
flourishes of her handwriting are reminiscent of years past when beautiful penmanship 
was held in high regard. Two pages of words undulated across the stationery, appearing 
more like a piece of art rather than a recipe. It has been five years since my mother 
passed away, and, regardless of the number of times I see the recipe in her recognizable 
handwriting, I can hear her voice in her words, find humor in her note, and, inevitably it 
makes me smile. 
 
These events reminded me that with the advancement of technology, penmanship is 
slowing being eradicated from many classrooms. Instead, penmanship gives way to 
mechanical computer key strokes void of uniqueness and distinction. Will there be a 
need for writing instruments in the next 50 years?  
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Today, one can find greeting cards for any occasion with sufficient preprinted words to 
convey your message, thus eliminating the need to do anything else except to sign your 
name. Unfortunately, this convenience along with technological advances has added to 
the demise of the lost art of letter writing.  
 
So, my challenge to you is simple. Give the gift of letter writing to someone you have 
been a mother to, and let them know how much you care. Why write a letter? Because 
handwritten letters show that you carved out time and thoughts out of your busy day to 
say you are special. The element of surprise when one receives an unexpected letter 
speaks volumes, and will likely make someone’s day! The person may even tuck away 
your letter as a keepsake. Letter writing is good for the heart and good for the soul. 
 
If a mea culpa handwritten letter once written to my daughter posing as a woman with 
wings, who visits you during your sleep, when you lose a piece of enamel resembling a 
Chiclet, and, you ‘take something’ but forget to ‘leave something’ does not count, then 
the recent in depth letter I wrote her is really my first. By the way, this was not the winged 
woman’s first visit! 
 
So, in honor of Mother’s Day, and this being the longest period of time I’ve been away 
from my daughter, Natalie, I wrote her a letter since she is currently across the pond and 
beyond in New Zealand. She won’t expect a letter since we communicate regularly by 
phone, text, and Skype. The dimensions of the flat, narrow envelope will obviously state 
that it is not a care package. She will know the envelope does not contain money, 
because that arrives through the miraculous and expeditious process known as a bank 
transfer.  
  
Initially, Natalie will not know what to make of this piece of mail. Hopefully, it will prompt 
her to sit down, relax, and perhaps make a cup of tea while taking in the words I have 
lovingly written her in Irish green ink, and smile. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
Nora Lewis, President 
 

 

 

 
Ashima Scripp 



VICE PRESIDENT’S DESK – May Charity 
The New Hampshire Beekeepers Association exists to promote the 
education and support of new and established beekeepers in the State 
of New Hampshire.  Their research fund supports research and 
projects that will help NH beekeepers.  They have several projects 
currently underway.  One project is to better understand why our NH 
winter hive loss is so high in 2019. They are also working on a multi-
year initiative promote healthy hive management.  There are local 
beekeeping clubs across the state that offer mentorship programs for 

new beekeepers.  One of the local clubs, the Monadnock Beekeeper's Association is 
building a sustainable club apiary, which will be living classroom where members and 
the public can come together to experiment with different hive designs, raise northern 
queens, get an emergency queen, boost their home hives with a frame of brood or, try 
different beekeeping techniques. 
 

Come and celebrate spring at our annual end of year 
celebration for brunch and a glass of champagne 
on Saturday May 4th at 10AM! We are looking forward 
to spending a nice event with you all. If you plan to attend 
the brunch and have yet to mail your payment, please 
contact Mary Csakai ASAP as the Radisson Hotel needs 
a final count. We are going to take a group club photo so 
spring attire worn with hats or fascinators will be a nice 
touch! If you have any questions please contact any 
member of the Board.  
Also, for those want to contribute, the May charity is the 
New Hampshire Bee Keepers Association.  

 

IT’S ALMOST STRAWBERRY TIME! 
 

Don’t miss YOUR chance to join the FESTIVAL FUN!!!   Now that 
we’ve condensed down to only ONE festival...we need ALL hands-
on deck to make it the best it can be! 
 
Grab a friend, neighbor, spouse, kiddo or whoever and join our fun 
group of volunteers!   

Positions MOST NEEDED are Festival Chair, Outside Workers Chair and Hulling 
Chair.   
 
Do you have a favorite job or want to try something new?  Do you want to help but not 
sure how?  We have many openings on both Friday (6/21) and Sunday (6/23). Just 
contact Kaaren Eastman (NHEastman@aol.com or 315-4592) for more info/sign up or 
at our end of the year Brunch. Let’s ROCK this one! 

mailto:NHEastman@aol.com


ACTIVITY GROUP NEWS 

Please check out the website under http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-groups/ 
to find out a little bit about each and who to contact to get on their email lists.   
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

HWC officers, chairs and members wishing to submit articles to be included in the May 
2019 HWC newsletter need to submit them no later than May 24th.  Every effort will be 
made to get your articles in as requested.  However, due to the space limitations articles 
may be reduced to fit them in. 
 

Lori Dwyer/ HWC Newsletter Editor 
 

SUNSHINE CHAIR 
If you are aware of anyone in the Club that is in need of some cheer, 
please contact Dot Pitman @ 465-7672.  

 
 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
Wednesday, 5/1 – Board Meeting @ 9am 
Saturday, 5/4 - End of Year Brunch @ 11am at the 
Radisson Hotel, 11 Tara Blvd., Nashua, NH 
May 17 & 18 – GFWCNH Annual Meeting 
The Common Man Inn & Spa, 231 Main Street, 
Plymouth, NH 03264 
 
 

  
5/6  Cathy Gast 
5/7  Grace Calileo 
5/8  Susan Brennan 
5/10  Regine Martin 
5/18  Kat Poirer 
5/19            Mary Lou Ward 

         5/21           Eva Naso 
5/22           Betsy Cotton 
5/22      Margaret Lowrance 
5/23      Ashima Scripp 
5/27      Catherine Drisko     
   

http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-


ABOUT TOWN 
 

COLONIAL GARDEN CLUB OF HOLLIS 
Please join us for our monthly program on 7 May, 10:00 am, at the 
Lawrence Barn. Free to nonmembers. Our presentation will be: THE 

ENTRY COURTYARD GARDEN - SPEAKER: TOM STRANGFELD. 🌸 

Your front yard is the first room your guests enter. Tom will show us some 
history, theory and design of the residential landscape, with examples of 
the good and the not so good. The goal is to help us design the "outside" 
of our home in the same way we design the "inside" - spaces to enjoy and 
live in - much more than a lawn to mow and shrubs to shear.  

 
 On Saturday, May 11, 2019, our annual plant sale will take place on the 
Hollis Town Common from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., rain or shine. An 
amazing selection of sun and shade perennials, ground covers, bushes, 
and trees from the members’ own gardens will be available for sale. There 
will also be a number of annuals, herbs, and hanging baskets to fill your 
every garden need. This annual sale provides the funds for our community 
contributions, scholarships, and town beautification projects. Please join 
us to find something new for your garden! 

 

The Friends of the Hollis Library will be having its annual book 
sale on Saturday, May 11th from 9am -2pm.  Friends of the 
library can enter at 8:30 am. 
 
Book sale drop off for donations at the Town Hall meeting 

room is on Friday, May 10, from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF HOLLIS BROOKLINE 

Mother’s Day Café & Marketplace 
 

Flowers, jewelry, art, sweet treats, and other 
Items from local makers and vendors.  PLUS  

*Free card making station for the kids 
*Free portrait studio by HBHS Photo Club 

*50/50 Raffle 
* Yummy treats & beverages 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 
8 am – 1 pm 

Hollis Town Hall 
Crafters, artists, makers, bakers, etc. who would be interested in a vendor table at our 

marketplace, please contact Erika @ erika.cross.macdonald@gmail.com. 
 


