
 

President’s Corner 
 
Hello, Ladies. 
 
First, I would like to thank everyone who took the time to take the HWC 2019 Member 
Survey. We received responses from 43 women, or approximately 38% of 
membership. The Executive Board reviewed the answers at our Board Meeting and will 
use some of the information  
as we plan for the year ahead. Below is a breakdown to the first question which asked 
you to rank your interest in the Club by order of importance: 
 
38.46 % Social/Meetings/Program 
12.5 % Philanthropic 
12.2 % Volunteering 
39.53 % Activity Groups  
 
The Social/Meetings/Program and Activity Groups scored closely in interests. In the 
area of suggestions/comments we already addressed the level of member 
commitments with the elimination of co-sponsorship in the Apple Festival. Other 
suggestions will be taken into account over the coming year. We received many 
positive comments from members who value being part of our organization. It’s nice to 
know that we offer something that appeals to most everyone! 
 

Well, it’s hard to believe we are nearly at the end of our Club year! 
We held our annual end-of-year celebration at the Radisson Hotel 
in Nashua. Ladies came dressed in lovely attire, punctuated with 
hats and fascinators. We enjoyed a wonderful brunch and were 
graced by beautiful classical cello music played by Ashima, our 
newest member. We all voted for the member with the best hat, 
and our winner was Debi Davis. Her hat was really awesome!  
Debi’s prize was a $25.00 gift card to Buckley’s Café. Several 
members were recognized at brunch this year for their long-
standing efforts for supporting the organization. There were 

members who could not attend brunch so all names are listed below. Many of these 
women have served for years taking on leadership roles, and for that we are thankful!  
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Kudos to the following women for all you have done in the past, and for the women 
who continue to serve the HWC (in no particular order):  Tina Murguia, Cathy Gast, 
Jeanne Cleveland, Lori Dwyer, Mary Murphy, Julie Forgaard, Kim Fredette, Debi 
Davis, Chris Furman, Kimber Harmon, Rachael Tieman, Danielle Scott, Dot Pitman, 
Mary Codd, Linda Kemper, Carol Birch, Betsy Cotton, and our Executive Board: Patti 
Tures, Kaaren Eastman, Mary Csakai, Deb Gracy, Martha Smith. 
 
While we gave out the ‘best hat’ prize and raffled off several gift cards, we as a club 
received a special prize of our own which I spoke about at brunch (more on it follows.) 
All in all, it was a very nice afternoon and you can check out several pictures at the end 
of the newsletter.  
 
At the start of my Presidency, I had hoped to find a gavel to use at meetings. For some 
reason, buying a new one had never entered my thoughts; instead, I perused several 
antique shops to find one but it did not pan out.  
 
In March, a few of our Board members received emails from a gentleman named Peter 
Hendrickson. He was sorting through family possessions and came across a gavel and 
some historic papers pertaining to his grandmother, Mary Cowden Hendrickson. 
Ironically, Mary was a member of the Hollis Women’s Club (Hollis, Queens, NY, that is) 
from approximately the 1930’s until she passed away in the 1960’s. Peter reached out 
to our club when he found out that the Hollis Women’s Club no longer existed. He then 
offered the gavel to our club if we were interested in having it.  
 
In April, we received the beautiful walnut wood gavel along with several historic letters 
and newspaper articles. Based on the information received, Mary Cowden 
Hendrickson was quite the busy lady. In addition to philanthropic work, she attended to 
matters of the church, was very involved in women’s suffrage, and was extremely 
active in politics. In 1953 she organized the Legislative Department in the Hollis 
Women’s Club and was presented the gavel which has an engraved metal band by 
Elizabeth Trump Walters in 1954. And yes, in case you were wondering, Elizabeth 
Trump Walters was related to Donald Trump; she was his paternal aunt 

 
I think it is wonderful that the gavel found a new home at an 
organization of the same name and club’s purpose. Below is a 
scanned copy of a hand written note from a member of the Hollis 
Women’s Club that speaks to the matter of the gavel. I 
presented the gavel at brunch and we all signed a thank you 
card for Peter which included a group picture taken at brunch. 
Good things come to those who wait…  
I hope to see many of you at the Strawberry Festival next month! 
 
Nora Lewis, President 

 



 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 
                                 Ellen Olson 
        Amanda Johnson 



Vice President’s Desk  
Charitable Contributions Recommendations for 2018-2019 

  
Home Health and Hospice Care, Merrimack:  Their mission is to bring exceptional 
home care and hospice services to those in our community who need it most. Donating 
to Home Health & Hospice Care in Merrimack, NH is a great way to make a difference 
in the lives of those old and young who are recovering, disabled or chronically ill. It’s 
also a wonderful way to remember the life of a loved one or honor someone special for 
a birthday, anniversary, holiday or other occasion while helping others. To make a 
contribution in memory or in honor of someone, simply complete the Tribute 
Information section at the bottom of the donation form.                            Awarded $300 
  
The Adult Learning Center – Nashua:  The ALC was named Non-Profit of the Year 
for 2019 and won the Eminence Award sponsored by the Greater Nashua Chamber of 
Commerce.  The award was announced on March 21 at Sky Meadow Country Club 
and was the 16th year of this award.   
 
The goals of the Adult Learning Center have been formulated to respond to 
identified community needs: 

• To assist young adults and adults to increase their basic educational and life 
coping skills by providing academic programs. 

• To prepare individuals for the local workplace by providing pathways from 
school to work, job training, or higher education. 

• To assist individuals to cope with social, family and work issues by providing 
community education programs to the community at large. 

• To assist adults and young adults to participate in education, job training 
programs, and the workforce by providing needed support services of family 
literacy, childcare, school age care and parenting. 

• To maintain staff excellence by attracting, training, and retaining committed, 
certified, creative educators and support staff. 

• To maintain a financial position that responds to Adult Learning Center 
priorities. 

• All of the Center’s programs and services will reflect these goals.          
                    

Boys and Girls Club of Greater Nashua; The Club’s mission is to enable all young 
people, especially those who need us most, to reach their potential as productive, 
caring, responsible citizens.  They are: 

• The leading youth organization in the Greater Nashua area since 1971 

• Providing a safe, fun, and affordable after school environment year round 

• Connecting Club members with passionate mentors and enriching academic, 
healthy living, and leadership opportunities maintaining a proven track record 
and measurable results in key performance areas (Education, Health, 
Character).                                                                                  Awarded $300 



    
Marguerite’s Place, Inc – Nashua:  It provides women with children, who are striving 
to achieve and sustain self-sufficiency, with transitional housing as well as emotional, 
educational and social support services. 
  
Since 1994, the organization has grown into a comprehensive and holistic transitional 
housing program that empowers homeless women with children by offering a 
combination of housing, onsite childcare, and support services which includes: 
intensive case management, transportation, education, and referrals.     
                                                                 Awarded $300 
  
Girl Scouts Stem Program:  The organization introduces Girl Scouts of every age to 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) to help them see how they can 
actually improve the world—whether they're discovering how a car's engine runs, 
learning to manage finances, or caring for animals.                                                                               
 
They would like every girl to explore different aspects of STEM every year, so they’ve 
developed a unique, "fun with purpose" K–12 curriculum to inspire girls to embrace and 
celebrate scientific discovery in their lives. 
By inspiring girls to discover more of what they really care about, Leadership 
Journeys are an essential part of Girl Scouting. Girls explore a wide range of interests 
along their Journeys—everything from the arts to the outdoors and, of course, STEM.                                                                                  
               Awarded $300 
 
Hollis-Brookline High School Robotics Team:  The purpose of the FIRST® 
Robotics Competition Team at Hollis-Brookline High School is to inspire and prepare 
our students to become the leaders, innovators and technologically-literate citizens of 
tomorrow. We follow FIRST®’s vision of inspiring young people to pursue opportunities 
in science, technology, engineering and math by providing an accessible, innovative 
program that builds self-confidence, knowledge, professionalism and life skills.   
                                                                                                                  Awarded $200 
  
Congregational Church of Hollis:  The church provides support to the community 
and to the Hollis Woman’s Club.                                                               Awarded $300 
 
Total Contributions:                                                                      $2,000 
 
Martha Smith 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/journeys.html
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/journeys.html


HOLLIS ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
 
New England gardens offer strawberries as the first fruit to announce spring! 
Hollis rings in the season with a Strawberry Festival cosponsored by the Hollis 
Town Band and the Hollis Woman's Club. 
 
The committee that organizes this special family festival has been finalizing 
details for this year’s event to be held on Sunday June 23rd from 2-4pm. 
Admission to this family event is free. 
 
The committee is in need of strawberry hullers (for a total of 50 people) on Friday 
June 21st beginning at 9am in the basement of the Congregational Church Of 
Hollis, please email Margaret Lowrance at mblhollis@yahoo.com if you are able 

to bring along a hulling knife and help out. There is also a need for Festival inside and outside workers on 
Sunday during the event. If you are able to assist for 2-4pm, please email Lori Dwyer at hwclori@gmail.com. 
 
The Hollis Town Band program will be playing a variety of marches, symphonic, popular and patriotic pieces. 
The Hollis Woman's Club will be selling strawberry shortcakes and sundaes made with Hollis-grown 
strawberries, just-baked shortcakes, fresh whipped cream and delicious ice cream. 
 
Fresh, ripe Hollis strawberries are good for the heart and for the spirit. Please attend this special event, it will 
take place rain or shine (rain location will be the Middle School). We look forward to seeing you! 

 

FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 

 
Ever think about what fun you had at the festival or the end of year May gathering and 
wonder if there are any photos? Recently, I created a Hollis Woman's Club page on 
Flickr for your viewing pleasure. This page will also be used to gather photos for future 
publicity. Please check it out and enjoy! If you have photos you'd like to add to our 
page, please email them to 
me. https://www.flickr.com/photos/156852303@N05/albums 
 
Deb Gracy 
debgracy@yahoo.com 

mailto:mblhollis@yahoo.com
mailto:hwclori@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/156852303@N05/albums
mailto:debgracy@yahoo.com


CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

 

 

   



ACTIVITY GROUP NEWS 
 

Please check out the website under http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-groups/ 
to find out a little bit about each and who to contact to get on their email lists. 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

HWC officers, chairs and members wishing to submit articles to be included in the 
June 2019 HWC newsletter need to submit them no later than June 21th.  Every effort 
will be made to get your articles in as requested.  However, due the space limitations 
articles may be reduced to fit it in. 
 
Lori Dwyer/ HWC Newsletter Editor 
 

SUNSHINE CHAIR 
If you are aware of anyone in the Club that is in need of some cheer, 

please contact Dot Pitman @ 465-7672.  

 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
Wednesday, 6/5 – 9 am Board Meeting 
Friday, 6/21 – 9 am Hulling Party @ Hardy Hall 
Congregational Church 
Sunday, 6/23 – 2 to 4pm Hollis Strawberry Festival 
 
 
 

 
       

      6/1 Ginny Brooks 

      6/7 Yvonne Kleist 
      6/13 Linda Reiner 
      6/16 Shawntel Fugate 
      6/16 Marilene Sawaf 
      6/16 Marilyn Wehrle 
      6/27 Janis Louzek 

http://www.holliswomansclub.org/activity-


 


